
 
 Dear Families,   March 6-10, 2017 
 

We have been working on retelling stories, and enjoying the 
different responses as we learn story basics.  Now we’ll get the 
chance to transfer that knowledge into our next writing unit - 
realistic fiction. This unit is design to increase second grade 
students’ writing stamina as they learn to write well-

elaborated short stories. It will be fun to use our imagination to write a 
fictional story.  

Our shared reading, which just happens to be realistic fiction, is called 
“Rosie’s Story,” about a girl who is teased about the way she looks. She finds 
a way to tell the kids at school how she feels by writing a story about a 
fictional child who is teased about the same thing.  This is a good introduction to 
characters, character development and how realistic fiction can also send a positive 
message. 

Unit 8 continues in math, and it is very important for each 
student to know that the denominator is the portion of a fraction 
that indicates equal parts. For example, if they aren’t aware that 5 
equal parts of one whole are actually smaller than 3 equal parts, 
confusion can occur when a student is trying to determine which is 

greater, 1/3 or 1/5.  Thanks for emphasizing this at home. Another tricky concept is to 
remember that ONE whole needs to be divided into equal parts for it to be a proper 
fraction. Finding the fraction of a group of items becomes easier as 
we recall the group represents the WHOLE, not each individual item.  
And equivalent fractions will be introduced using a fun game. 
 This week, we will partner up with Junior Achievement. “Junior 
Achievement offers financial literacy, college and career readiness, 
and entrepreneurship education to K-12 students” through community volunteers. 
We'll be learning what is a community, jobs in the community, products and services, 
and how money moves through the community with a JA volunteer Trust Associate at 
Wells Fargo, Kia Vang.  

Conference forms went home last Wednesday.  Please return them ASAP so we 
can honor as many time requests as possible. Thank you. 

 
 
Spelling: jail, snail, sale, whale, rail, male, pale, tail, fail, tale, girl, please 
Vocabulary: printer, sanctuary, version, plastic, layer 
 
General Information: 

• Specialists: S, M, PE, S, M 
• 3/3 No School Conference Prep Day 
• 3/6-3/10 Junior Achievement 
• 3/12 Daylight Savings Spring Forward 
• 3/17 Read-A-Thon Kickoff! 
• 3/21 Ordway – Las Cafeteras 
• 3/22 & 23 Evening Conferences; 3/24 Daytime Conferences 
• 3/23 Public Library 
• 3/29 Read-A-Thon $ due 

 
Best, Ms. Lee   mao.lee@spps.org  


